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“ Blessed are the Peace-makers.” 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


SavispurY Diocese Appress.—lIn this 
season of conciliation; at this time, when 
even the Pittites are shewing, that they 
have been made to have some feeling 
for the miseries of the people, and have 
demonstrated that they find conciliation 
necessary ; at such a time, one would 
have expected from the Clergy, from the 
ministers of ** peace on earth and good will 
‘¢ towards men;”’ from them, at any rate, 
one would have expected conciliatory lan- 
guage. I am sorry to say, that, as far as 
my observation has extended, this expecta- 
tion has not been realized by the fact. I 
have in no one instance, seen their Ad- 
dresses breathe a spirit of forgiveness and 


of brotherly love; but, on the contrary, 


they have, in general, appeared to me to be 
calculated to fan the flames of discontent, 
and to add to the very evils which they af- 
fect to deplore. Amongst the addresses of 
the Clergy there is, however, one that ap- 
pears to me to call for more particular ani- 
madversion: allude to that of the ** Bishop, 
“ Dean and Chapler of the Cathedral 
“ Church, Archdeacons and Clergy, of the 
“ Diocese of Salisbury,’’ which has, I 
perceive, been published in the news-pa- 
pers before being presented lo the Regent, 
and which, therefore, stands more in 
need of being noticed in the way in 
which I propose to notice it. The 
Address, as published in the Reading Mer- 
cury of the 15th instant, was as follows: 
‘© To His Royal Highness the Prince 
“© Regent.——We, the Bishop, Dean and 
‘*¢ Chapter of the Cathedral Church, Arch- 
‘¢ deacons and Clergy of the Diocese of 
** Salisbury, beg leave to convey to your 
*¢ Royal Highness the strongest assurances 
‘Sof our attachment to your Person and 
‘‘ Family, and of our sincere condolence 
‘on the recent Assassination of the Right 
‘¢ Honourable Spencer Perceval, which, at 
“© a most crilicad juncture of public affairs, 
** has deprived your Royal Highness of an 
“ ubright Minisier, and the Country of 








‘one of its brightest examples of public 





‘Sand private virtue.—Whilst, however, 
‘¢ we cannot express, in adequate terms of 
‘¢ horror and indignation, our sense of this 
‘¢ foul and atrocious murder, we derive a 


© melancholy satisfaction from reflecting, 


*¢ that it has been proved to be the solitary 
“6 act of an individual, unconnected with 
‘6 any sanguinary syslem of insurrection, 
‘‘ which would not only have endangered 
‘¢ the peace and happiness of this kingdom, 
‘¢ but have cast an indelible stain on our 
‘¢ National Character.—As Minislers of 
‘© Religion, we should be culpably remiss, 
‘¢ in the discharge of our Professional Du- 
‘‘ ties, if we did not strenuously exert 
** ourselves fo counteract the mischievous 
*¢ designs of those, who have converted the 
** pressure of scarcily, and the suspension 
‘* of commerce, into the means of stimulat- 
‘© ing the manufacturing classes, in some 
‘6 districts, to acts of violence and outrage, 
‘¢ nat only reproachful to good Government, 
‘6 but disgraceful to humanity itself.—Iln 
‘** contemplating, not without serious ap- 
‘6 prehension, the dangers with which we 
“are menaced, whether they arise from 
*¢ the gigantic power of our foreign enemy, 
*¢ or from the secret machinations of domes- 
‘6 tic traitors, we rest, with humble confi- 
*¢ dence, on the Supreme Disposer of all 
‘‘ events, our hopes of ultimate security ; 
‘¢ and we firmly trust, that, under his con- 
‘¢ tinued protection, your Royal Highness’s 
** Councils will be characterized by that 
*¢ energy and decision, which are best cal- 
*¢ culated to allay internal turbulence ; and 
** by a steady perseverance in those mea- 
“sures of vigour and enlerprise, by 
‘¢ which alone this arduous contest, for 
‘‘the rights and independence of our 
‘¢ country, can be brought to an honour- 
‘Sable and successful termination.” 
One of the ingredients in every address, 
and more especially in an address from such 
a source, oughi to be éruth; and, I should 
be glad to know upon what these reverend 
gentlemen found their assertion, that Mr. 
Perceval was an ‘* upright minister, aud 
‘+ one of the brightesi examples of public and 
© private virtue.” Here is a distiuet as- 
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sertion; and I should be glad to know upon 
what they found it. It is not enough to 
say, that he was this as far as they knew. 
To justify them in their assertion, they 
must be able to prove the affirmation of 
the proposition, which they have not done, 
at any rate, and which no one of them will, 
I imagine, be able to do. Nay, I do not 
believe, that any one of them will attempt 
to do it. But, if none of these Gentle- 
men had ever heard of any act of their pa- 
negyrized object; if they had never heard 
of any act of his that forbade them to make 
such an assertion as this respecting his cha- 
racter, that assertion would, I must con- 
fess, be exposed to less objection. This, 
however, is hardly possible. We have 
here a Bishop, a Dean and Chapter, and 
the Clergy of a Diocese, and, we can- 
not suppose that all of them, or, indeed, 
that any of them, can be ignorant of 
the charge, the plain, the specific, charge 
which Mr. Madocks preferred against Mr. 
Perceval on the ever-memorable 11th of 
May, 1809, upon the anniversary of which 
the latter was killed. That charge was in 
these words: ‘6 affirm, then, that 
‘© Mr. Dick purchased a seat in the House 
‘© of Commons for the borough of Cashel, 
‘* through the agency of the Honourable 
*© Henry Wellesley, who acted for, and on 
‘¢ behalfof, the TREASURY; that, upon 
‘* a recent question of the last importance, 
‘¢when Mr. Dick had determined to vote 
*¢ according to his conscience, the noble 
‘© Lord, Castlereagh, did intimate to that 
** gentleman the necessity of either his 
** voling with the government, or resigning 
‘Shis seat in that House; and that Mr. 
*¢ Dick, sooner than vote against principle, 
‘6 did make choice of the latter alternative, 
** and vacate his seat accordingly. To 
‘this transaction I CHARGE THE 
‘RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLE- 
‘* MAN, MR. PERCEVAL, AS BEING 
* PRIVY AND HAVING CONNIVED 
‘SATIT. This J will engage to prove by 
‘© wilness at your bar, if the House will 
‘* give me leave to call them.”’ Now, 
in answer to this charge, what did Mr. 
Perceval say? Did he deny its truth? No. 
Then what is the charge? It is that of 
having, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, as 
a minister and as privy counsellor, and as a 
member of the House of Commons, con- 
nived at a transaction embracing bribery 
and perjury, and an attempt to induce a 
man to violate, upon a solemn occasion, the 
obligations of his conscience. This act 
having been endeavoured to be palliated 














by some persons in the House, and especj. 
ally by Lord Milton, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr, 
Tierney, and Mr. Canning, the Speaker 
took occasion to say, that he had recently 
heard attempts to justify that, at the very 
sound of which our ancestors would have 
startled with indignation. Such was the 
charge, which, as I said before, was not 
denied. Mr. Perceval was present when 
the charge was made; it was made to his 
face; and, he had had due notice of the 
time when it was to be made. And, what 
did he say in answer? Why, he threw 
out insinuations against Mr. Madocks with 
regard to his motives for bringing forward 
the charge; he railed against the parlia- 
mentary reformers; he advised the House 
NOT TO INQUIRE INTO THE 
CHARGE ;° but, he did not deny the 
truth of the charge. To avoid the possi- 
bility of a charge of misrepresentation, I 
will here insert that part of his speech 
which related to his answer to the charge, 
*¢ The House had seen private confi- 
*¢ dence abused, they had heard of letters 
** being seized in the unsuspecting mo- 
‘* ments of social intercourse, and had 
‘*¢ known serious charges to be grounded 
‘*¢ upon the public disclosure of those very 
* letters (hear, hear /), and they had seen 
** those who thought it necessary to resort to 
‘¢ such means, not to confirm, but to institute 
** a charge against one who ranks high in the 
** esteem and veneration of the people of 
* this country; whelher at such a time it 
°¢ would be wise to warrant such species of 
** charges as merely introductory to the 
** agitation of the great question of RE- 
‘¢ FORM, he left it to the House to deler- 
** mine; but as far as he might be allowed 
© to judge, he rather thought it would be 
*¢ more consistent with what was due from 
*¢ him tu the House and to the public, i/ he, 
‘¢ FOR THE PRESENT, declined putting 
** in the plea (lie could so conscientiously 
* put in), until that House ‘had come toa 
** determination on the propriety of enler- 
‘© taining thal charge or not (hear, hear !) 
‘¢ protesting at the same time against any 
** the slightest inference of his guilt from 
“his deferring such a plea till after that 
*¢ decision. THEN would he come be- 
*¢ fore them prepared, and, indeed (what 
** he was not yet) ina manner authorized 
*¢ to meet that charge; and explain, as he 
** trusted he could do, every particular re- 
*¢ Jating to the transaction upon which the 
*‘ charge had been grounded ; and he did 
** not despair of that explanation proving 
** Satisfactory to the House, and vindicatory 
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** of his own honour. Before the House 
‘‘ hud come to a decision, he should not 
‘* hold it wise in any public man to enter 
‘* iuto an explanation of the circumstances 
‘‘upon the one side or the other. He 
** should say no more, but make his bow to 
** the Chair, as was usual in such cases, 
‘* and leave it with the House to determine 
‘as they in their judgment might think 
‘¢ proper.—The Right Hon. Gentleman 
‘* then made his obeisance to the Speaker, 
‘* and retired AMIDST THE GENERAL 
*‘ CHEERS OF THE HOUSE.”’—Yes, 
the House cheered him ; he was cheered by 
the Honourable House, but not by the peo- 
ple of England, whose ideas on the subject 
differed a little from those of that Honour- 
able Body. Now, do the Bishop and 
Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church 
of Salisbury see any thing here to warrant 
their assertion? In short, do they see, in 
this special pleading, this shuffling, this 
evasive, this miserable answer to a 
charge of so serious a nature; do they see 
in this any symptoms of that ‘* UP- 
‘*RIGHTNESS” and that ‘* BRIGHT 
‘ PUBLIC VIRTUE,” of which they 
positively assert Mr. Perceval to have been 
the possessor? We here see him accused 
of conniving at one of the most wicked 
and most detestable transactions of which 
it is possible to form an idea. As a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, his oath as 
well as his well-known moral duty forbade 
him toconnive at such atransaction ; and, as 
a privy counsellor, he was, if possible, still 
more strictly bound not to permit such a 
thing to be done with his knowledge, hav- 
ing, in that capacity, solemnly sworn, ‘* to 
‘* advise for the king’s honour and good of 
** the people, without partiality, through 
‘ affection, love, meed, doubt, or dread; 
“to avoid corruplion, &c. &c.; to with- 
** stand all persons who would attempt the 
‘* contrary; and, to observe, keep, and 
** do all that a good and true counsellor 
** ought to do to his sovereign lord.”” This 
was what, as a privy counsellor, he had 
sworn. Whether he had kept to his oath 
the reader will be as well able to judge as 
the Clergy of the Diocese of Salisbury, who 
have asserted him to have been an ‘* up- 
“right minister aud a bright example of 
* public virlue.” When he himself 
was Attorney General, he prosecuted Phil- 
lip Hawlin, a tinman of Plymouth, for 
having offered Lord Sidmouth money for 
the purchase of a place. He then called for 
punishment, in the name of public justice ; 
and the poor foolish man was actually im- 
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prisoned six months, and sentenced to pay 
a fine of a hundred pounds to the king. 
But, when this accuser himself came to be 
accused, he did not then talk of public jus- 
fice calling for punishment: on the con- 
trary, he contented himself with insinua- 
tions against the motives of his accuser, 
and he took shelter under his parliamentary 
iajority. —— Besides this affair of the seat- 
selling, have the Bishop and Clergy of the 
Diocese of Salisbury forgotten, that Mr. 
Perceval was the author of a Book ? 
Have they forgotten, that he was the legal 
adviser of the Princess Regent; and have 
they so soon forgotten his conduct to- 
wards her? Was the Princess deserving 
of any blame? If so, he uttered a false- 
hood. Was she deserving of no blame? If 
so, he abandoned her, and that, too, ata 
time when he became the minister of the 
Prince. His friends and eulogists may 
choose here; but, let them choose as they 
will, they will, I fancy, find it difficult to 
make their choice tally with the assertion 
of the Clergy of the Diocese of Salisbury. 
We now come to the second proposi- 
tion of this Address, worthy of notice, 
namely, that the act of killing Mr. Perce- 
val was the solitary act of an individual, 
unconnected with any sanguinary system of 
insurrection. This is true; but, how does 
it agree with what follows; that is to say, 
that there are persons in the country whe 
have stimulated certain manufacturing 
classes to acts of violence and outrage. 
This is an exact imitation of one part (and 
certainly not the least odious part) of the 
conduct of Mr. Perceval himself, who, 
upon all occasions when the riots were a 
subject of discussion, threw out his accusa-- 
tions, with an unsparing hand, against 
those who stimulated the manufacturers to 
riot. In his speech upon the introduction 
of the Bill for making it death to take or 
administer unlawful oaths, he said, that 
‘¢ the most active leaders in the riots were 
‘‘ known to be persons who were not in 
‘¢ want of any of the means of life, but 
‘¢ who employed the general opinion of 
‘6 distress to their own advantage, to create 
‘6 and foment disturbances, for which there 
‘¢ was little or no cause.”’ The Clergy of 
the Diocese of Salisbury are mere imitators, 
therefore, in this respect. They have their 
idea from the man whom they extol; but, 
neither he nor. they have ever pointed out 
by name or otherwise any of these sfimula- 
tors, They tajk about persons who stimu- 
late to riot; but they name them not; 
nor, indeed, have they it in their 
2D2 














= 











$07] POLITICAL REGISTER.—Salisbury Diocese Address. [808 





power to do so. As to Perceval, 
who never, upon any occasion that‘! re- 
collect, ever uttered a sentiment of respect, 
of good-will, or of compassion, for any part 
of the people; but, who always appeared 
to me to consider them as destitute of all 
feeling and of all title to regard ; that he 
should impute the riots to seditious men is 
not wonderful; but, I think, that we may 
be allowed to express our surprise and our 
deep regret (not to name any stronger feel- 
ing), at hearing similar sentiments from a 
Bishop and his Clergy. From them, in 
whose character mercy and charily might 
be expected to form distinguished traits, 
we, surely, might have been excused for 
expecting to hear the wants of the people, 





the severe pressure of scarcity, the loud 
cries of hunger, stated as having some 
share, at least, in the acts of violence and | 
outrage to which they allude. Not so, 
however; and, in their next paragraph, 
they push on their accusations, but still 
forbear to let drop one expression of pity. 
They here assert, that we are menaced with | 
dangers ** from the secret machinations of | 
*¢ domestic traitors.’’ And, upon what 
ground do they make this assertion ? Which 
of them knows of any domestic traitor? If 
they do know of such, they are guilty of 
misprision of treason in not laying regular 
information against them; and, if they do 
not know of such, they have conceived, 
written, and promulgated, that, of the 
truth of which they had no knowledge; 
and, which, indeed, they had no right to 
assert. They have herein published that 
which is injurious to the character and to 
the cause of the country; for, what man, 
who really loves the country, can like the 
idea of its containing traitors at work in its 


bosom; and, surely, intelligence more | 


pleasing could not be conveyed to the fo- 
reign enemy, who, now that he has the 
assurance under the liands of a Bishop and 
the Clergy of a Diocese, wiil hardly scru- 
ple to believe, that England abounds in 
** domestic traitors.” Perhaps, how- 
ever, these reverend Gentlemen may have | 
borrowed their notions of a traitor from a 
passage in Judge Grose’s speech when he | 
passed senteuce upon me, and when he told 








me, that my otlence ** bordered very closely 
‘© upon high treason,” and, of course, I 
had a narrow escape of being hanged anid 
of having my bowels ripped out before I 
was dead, and then having my body chop- 
ped into quarters and placed at the disposal 
of His Majesty. If, indeed, the reverend | 


this standard, they may, perhaps, have 
discovered numerous traitors in the king- 
dom ; for, certainly, what I was punished 
for was mere piping compared to what has 
since been said by Sir Francis Burdett and 
some others. The truth, however, is, 
that these reverend gentlemen, know of no 
traitors; they do not even know of any se- 
ditious persons ; their accusations against 
their countrymen are the effect, not of their 
knowledge or their reason, but of their 
passions ; of their fear, and of the anger 
which is the child of that fear. They see 
the country in great peril; they see the go- 
vernment embarrassed ; they see a storm 
rising ; they are filled with terror, and, 
not perceiving, or not being willing to 
perceive, that these symptoms of danger 
are the natural consequence of that system 
of sway which they have been supporting, 
through thick and thin, for the last twenty 
years, they fall on upon the opponents of 
that system, whom they call traitors, or 
any thing else that happens to come upper- 
most in their minds. For ultimate se- 
curity against the machinations of these 
traitors, the reverend Gentlemen, tell the 
Prince Regent, that ‘* they rest with hum- 
‘* ble confidence on the Supreme Disposer 
** of events ;”’ which would have been very 
well and qsite in character; but they go 
on to tell His Royal Highness, that the 
best way, in their opinion, ‘* to allay in- 
** ternal disturbance’’ is for him to use 
* energy and decision.’’ ‘They rest with 
humble conhdence on the Supreme Disposer 
of events, but how? How do they resé 
upon him? Why, they * firmly trust, 
‘* that, under his protection,’ the Prince 
will employ ** ENERGY and DECISION,” 
as the best means of allaying internal dis- 
turbance. That is to say, they rely upon 
God for disposing the hearts of the Prince 
and his advisers to put an end to the inter- 
nal troubles by ** ENERGY and DE- 
‘** CISION,” which, when so applied 
leave no doubt as to the meaning of the ad- 
dressers. No man will be at a loss to 
know what it is they mean by ENERGY 
and DECISION. No man will need a 
lexicon to assist him here. But, Re- 
verend father in God, and you very reverend 
Clergy of the Cathedral Church and Dio- 
cese of Salisbury, suffer me, who am ot 
your church, to represent to you, that it 
would have seemed to me more in charac- 
ter if you had recommended to your Sove- 
reign the use of persuasion and conciliation 
instead of the use of energy and decision, 











Gentlemen have formed their notions upon | and that it does appear to me yery strange, 
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that, through the whole of your address 
there does not fall from you a single word 
expressive of any, even the smallest, de- 
gree of compassion for the sufferings of the 
people, by the sweat of whose brow you 
are all supported in ease, and some of you 
in the means of luxury and splendour. Yet, 
reverend Sirs, did the situation of the 
people in the manufacturing districts call 
for your commiseration. Mr. Perceval 
told us, that there was /itile or ne distress ; 
but, the witnesses, examined by the House 
of Commons, have told a different story. 
They have proved that the people in va- 
rious parts of the country are in a starving 
condition; that, at best, the food of many 
of them has been, for a long while, nothing 
but oatmeal and walter, and that they have 
not a belly full of that; that potatoes are 
foo dear for the poor creatures to purchase ; 
that instances have occurred where they 
have literally died for want! And, inthe 
midst of all this do your Reverences see no 
room for compassion? Do you see no room 
for proposing to your Sovereign any mea- 
sures but those of ENERGY and DECI- 
SION? The poor suffering people ask 
for bread; and your Reverences recom- 
mend the giving of them ENERGY and 
DECISION! ‘* As ministers of reli- 
*¢ gion,’’ you say, you should be culpably 
remiss in the discharge of your professional 
duties, if you did not strenuously exert 
yourselves to counteract the mischievous 
designs of those, whom you are pleased to 
call stimulators of the people and traitors. 
To me it appears, that, ‘* as ministers of 
‘6 religion,’ you were called upon to ex- 
ert yourselves in endeavouring to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and to assuage 
the angry passions engendered by distress, 
and by the insolence of those who ought to 
have attended to that distress, but who 
made it rather a subject of disbelief. ‘* As 
‘¢ ministers of religion,’ you were called 
upon to endeavour to-allay internal disturb- 
ance by your intercessions, by your good 
advice to the people, by your removing 
errors from the minds of the uninformed, 
and by making peace between quarrelling 
neighbours. These appear to me to be 
your ‘* professional duties’? much more 
than it is your duty to urge on your Sove- 
reign to measures of what you call ENER- 
GY and DECISION. —~—If in every parish 
of the disturbed counties the Rector or Vicar 
had been resident, and had exerted himself 
in the ways here pointed out, it is not to 
be believed, that the disturbances could 
ever have attained the height at which they 








have arrived. And, was it not their duly 
to be resident? Was it not their duty to 
act in the way here described? And, if 
they fail to do this, for what does the Church 
enjoy so immense a revenue? Since, Re.- 
verend Sirs, you have talked of traitors in 
the country, and have taken upon you to 
recommend to your Sovereign measures of 
ENERGY and DECISION towards the 
unhappy manufacturing districts, I will 
shortly take an opportunity of recommend- 
ing to His Royal Highness and the Par- 
liament what I deem a just and necessary 
measure with regard tothe Church. But, 
now to the close of your Address. Hav- 
ing provided ENERGY and DECISION 
for allaying disturbance at home, vou next 
recommend VIGOUR and ENTERPRISE 
for foreign service. Really, gentlemen, 
one would think that you had been recently 
reading and dwelling upon that passage of 
the Gospel, where Christ says, that he 
came to bring a sword and not peace into 
the world. Will you never be tired of 
war? Do not eighteen years of blood- 
shed make you hesitate as to the benefit of 
the contest? You are still for vigour and 
enterprise: that is to say, you are still for 
war; and you do not, as is usually the 
case even with the advocates of war, pro- 
pose peace as the ultimate benefit. You 
talk of an honourable and successful termi- 
nation; but, you say nothing of peace ; the 
word peace never once drops from your 
pen, except in the sense in which a cop- 
stable or tithingman would use it. 
Your advice, upon this occasion, is just 
such as you and your brethren have been 
giving from the year 1792, till the present 
day. You were for war twenty years ago; 
and you are still for war. You were then 
for war in order to resist democratical prin- 
ciples ; and you are now for war, in order 
to get out of the scrape with ** honour and 
‘© success.”’ Amongst all those who cla- 
moured against the republicans of France 
in 1792, and who applauded that Procla- 
mation of the King, issued in May 1792, 
which was the forerunner of this long and 
ruinous and bloody contest; amongst all 
these persons, some, at least, of the Clergy 
of the established Church were the fore- 
most. ‘* Verily I say unto you, they will 
‘Shave their reward.”’ This war, for 
which they were so strenuous, has swelled 
the annual interest of the national debt 
from 9 millions to 35 millions; aud, when 
they see the weight of taxes under which 
the people are Jabouring, they, surely 
might hesitate belore they, at this day, at 
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the end of twenty years, renew the halloo 
for war. It is not easy to calculate the 
mischief that an Address like this may do. 
On the one hand, it irritates the people, it 
goads them almost to madness ; while, on 
the other, it tends to mislead the Prince 
as to the real situation of the country. It 
was the counsels of intolerant Churchmen 
and of court Lawyers, between whom there 
is but very little distinction; it was the 
counsels of this description of men which 
brought Charles the First to the block. It 
was the Attorney General, Noy, who de- 
vised the scheme of ship-money, that is to 
say, taxalton without representation, upon 
which Joun Hamppen made his stand, and 
which stand, though over-ruled by cor- 
rupt political Judges, was one of the great 
causes of what followed. Lavo, the per- 
secuting and inexorable Archbishop, was, 
at the same time, as one of the Judges of 
the Star-Chamber, in conjunction with 
Lawyer Judges, sentencing men to be 
heavily fined, to stand in the pillory, and 
to long imprisonment in distant jails and 
solitary rooms, for what he and his asso- 
ciates and the Attorney General called 
Libels on the Church and State. It was, 
in short, the counsels of Attorney Generals, 
of Churchmen, and of Corrupt tools of 
Judges that urged the King on to an open 
rupture with his people, and that finally 
brought him to the tragical end, which is 
recorded in our Common Prayer Book, 
and which ought to be a warning to all 
Churchmen in particular as to the advice 
that they offer to their Sovereign. Noy 
and Laup were men of ENERGY and 
DECISION ; and, in a subsequent reign, 
so was JupGE JerFerizs; but, in neither 
case did their energy and decision turn out 
well for either the counsellors or the coun- 
selled. The king, in the first case, lost 
his head; and, in the latter case, the king 
lost his crown both for himself and his fa- 
thily, Laup expiated his crimes upon the 
scaffold, to which he was brought by the 
perseverance of one ef the men whom he 
had caused to be branded as a seditious li- 
beller, and his head was chopped off in 
virtue of a warrant under the hand of the 
king whom he had inisled. JEFFERIES, 
emphatically called ‘* Judge Jefferies,’’ who 
had, to use the expression of Hume, strew- 








ed whole counties of England with the. 


limbs and bodies of the people, and who 
had, as a reward for his hellish cruelties, 
been made Lord High Chancellor by his 
misguided master, was, at last, in order 
to escape from the rage of the people, in- 





duced to disguise himself in a suilor’s dress, 
with a view of getting out of the kingdom ; 
this base perverter of law, this hard- 
hearted villain, this corrupt political Fudge, 
was, however, though thus disguised, dis- 
covered by the people; who, much more 
merciful even to such a monster than he 
had been to their innocent countrymen and 
countrywomen in the West of England, 
did not, as he merited, tear him piece- 
meal, but they so tossed him, kicked him, 
and cuffed him, that he died in a little 
time afterwards. Noy, the malignant 
Attorney General, the ready tool, the offi- 
cious slave of the court of Charles the First, 
died, as would seem from the account of 
him, from mortification and dread at the 
turn that things were taking in favour of 
public liberty; but, in all human proba- 
bility, that sort of death was preferable to 
the one to which a few years of longer life 
would have brought him. These facts 
are all recorded in history, and the use of 
history is to teach all men, and especially 
men in authority, to avoid that which has 
been productive of mischief. This use I 
hope, and trust, His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Regent, will make of this portion 
of our history, as applicable to the recoim- 
mendations contained in the Address which 
has been the subject of these remarks,— 
I hope that he will resolutely resist all ad- 
vice tending to urge him on to extremities 
with any description of the people; and, 
that he will consult his own heart, whith 
will not, I am persuaded, fail to counsel 
him to adopt, wherever it be practicable, 
and especially towards tle unhappy people 
in the manufacturing districts, measures of 
mercy, lenity, and conciliation [ can- 
not dismiss this article without observing, 
that I by no means wish it to be supposed, 
that I impute sentiments like those contain- 
ed in the above Address, to the established 
Clergy in general; nor do I suppose, in- 
deed, that al/ the Clergy in the Diocese of 
Salisbury approve of those sentiments ; 
but, I must take the thing as I find it, title 
and all together; and, as I see no protest 
against it by any of the Clergy of the Dio- 
cese, Ihave it not in my power to make 
any specific distinction. It is always 
unjust, and, indeed, foolish, to level one’s 
censure at whole classes or descriptions of 
men; and I should be sorry to be under- 
stood as doing this with regard to the 
Clergy of the established Church ; but, at 
the same time, they, like men of other 
classes, must put up with whatever incon- 
venience arises to the whole class from the 
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conduct of any considerable portion of that 
class, upon the same principle that the 
whole inhabitants of a Hundred are made 
responsible for certain acts committed in 
that Hundred. ——If, indeed, any other 
body of the Clergy were publicly to ex- 
press, in any form that they pleased, their 
dissent from the Address of those of the 
Diocese of Salisbury, a distinction would, 
at once, be made by the public; but, at 
present, I am sorry to say it, I can find no 
ground to warrant any such distinction. 
Concessions. _—I hardly know vist | 
title to give to the concessions that have 
been made by the ministers SINCE THE 
DEATH OF MR. PERCEVAL; but, of 
two facts there can be no doubt; namely, 
that the concessions are very beneficial to 
the country, and that they are the conse- 
quence of that man’s death; so that the re- 
joicings at Nottingham, Leicester, Man- 
chester, Leeds, Sheffield, and other peatrts 
upon receiving the intelligence of that 
event, had more sense in them than some 
folks were disposed to allow. Those re- 
joicings did not, as the Courier and Morn- 
ing Post and Times news-papers were 
wicked enough to assert, arise from any 
thing 4/oedy in the disposition of the people 
of England, but from a persuasion that 
Perceval was the great cause of the dis- 
tresses of the countryys——Mr. Pret (now 
Sir Robert) whose son is, it is said, a &e- 
cretary of the Treasury, at a salary of 
£4,000 a year ; Mr. PEEL said, in a speech 
in the House of Commons in 1792, that 
‘““the Common People are BETTER 
‘“‘ JUDGES OF THINGS THAN THEY 
‘© ARE SUPPOSED TO BE;”’ and, it 
would be very hard, if, while all the rest 
of the world haye been improving in 
knowledge, tle people of England should 
have become more ignorant than they were 
twenty years ago. The people of 
the patriotic town of Nottingham knew 
very well what they were ringing the 
chureh bells and making bonfires for. It 
was not because they delighted in the shed- 
ding of blood; it was not because they 
were become cannibals, as the infamous 
hired news-papers called them ; it was be- 
cause they felt a conviction that the event 
would restore something like comfort to 
their miserable neighbourhood ; it was be- 
cause they saw in that event the cause of a 
change that would rescue thousands and 
tens of thousands from misery; and, who 
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can say, that they were not right in their 
judgment ?——I have not time now to 
entér into the subject of the CONCES: 
SIONS; but I shall do it in my next. I 
Shall then state the nature and extent of 
them, and shall endeavour to shew what 
will be their consequences. I must, how- 
ever, not postpone an expression of my sin- 
cere satisfaction at what has been done in 
the way of concession, especially as I re- 
gard it as an earnest of the fulure. 


Me. Eaton.—Paine’s Ack of Reason. 
What I have now to communicate 
under this head gives me singular mortifi- 
cation. In my last I announced, that 
the Rector of Botley had authorized me to 
promise, in his name, an answer to the 
work, which the Attorney General (Gibbs) 
declared to be calculated to produce ** con- 
** sequences DREADFUL in the EX- 
** TREME.” But, since the publication 
of my fast Register, the Rector has inform- 
ed me, that he will not write an answer, 
lest by its being published at Mr. Eaton’s 
shop, he, the Rector, should ** contribute 
‘to the MERCENARY views of the 
** CONVICTED vender thereof.” I 
will Jeave the English reader (and I am 
sure I safely may) to form his opinion of 
the language in which this excuse is con- 
veyed; but, as to the excuse itself, it must 
not and shall not, serve the purpose for 
which it manifestly appears to be intended ; 
for, if the Rector will write an answer to 
the book in question, I will pay all the ex- 
penses of printing and publication ; it shall 
be published at whatever bookseller’s in 
London the Rector may choose; that book- 
seller shall keep the account of receipts and 
outgoings ; if there be any oss upon the 
publication, I will sustain it; and, it any 
gain, it shall be given to build a cottage, 
or to buy a fat hog, for any poor man in the 
parish of Botley whom the Rector himself 
may name. I wait for his reply. 


Ww. COBBETT. 


State Prison, Newgate, 
Thursday, 25th June, 1812. 

















N.B. My last Letter to the Regent was, 
by mistake, called the Vth. It should have 
been the Vith, If those gentlemen who 


preserve the work in Volumes will, wish a 
pen, add an I to the V at the head of the 
Letter, all will be right. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Encranyv,.—Revocation of the Orders in 
Council, 


At the Court at Carlton-house, the 22d of 
June, 1812, Present His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent in Council. 


Whereas his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent was pleased to declare, in the name 
and on the behalf of his Majesty, on the 
Qist day of April, 1812, ** That ifat any 
time hereafter the Berlin and Milan De- 
crees shall, by some authentic act of the 
French Government, publicly promulgated, 
be absolutely and unconditionally repealed, 
then and from thenceforth the Order in 
Council of the 7th of January, 1807, and 
the Order in Council of the 26th of April, 
1S09, shall, without any further Order, be, 
and the same are hereby declared from 
thenceforth to be, wholly and absolutely 
revoked :”’"—And whereas the Charge des 
Affaires of the United States of America, 
resident at this Court, did, on the 20th 
day of May last, transmit to ‘Lord Viscount 

Castlereagh, one of his Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, a Copy of a certain In- 
strument, then for the first time communi- 
cated to this Court, purporting to be a De- 
cree_passed by the Government of France, 
on the 28th day of April, 1811, by which 


the Decrees of Berlin and Milan are de-. 


clared to be definitively no longer in force, 
in regard to American vessels. — And where- 
as his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
although he cannot consider the tenor of the 
said Instrument as satisfying the conditions 
set forth in the said Order of the 21st of 
April last, upon which the said Orders 
were to cease and Cetermine, is neverthe- 
less disposed on his part to take such mea- 
sures as may tend to re-establish the inter- 
course between Neutral and Belligerent 
Nations, upon its accustomed principles. 

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in 
the name and on. the behalf of his Majesty, 
is therefore pleased, by and with the ad- 
vice of his Majesty’s Privy Council, to 
order and declare, and it is hereby ordered 
and ceclared, that the Order in Council 
bearing date the 7th day of January, 1807, 
and the Order in Council bearing date the 
26th day of April, 1809, be revoked, so 
fur as imay regard American vessels, and 
their cargoes being: American property, 
fm the Ist day of August next.—But 
whereas by certain Acts of the Government 
o! the United States of America, all British 
armed vessels are excluded from the har- 
bours and waters of the said United States, 
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the armed vessels of France being permit- 
ted to enter therein; and the commercial 
intercourse between Great Britain and the 
said United States is interdicted, the com- 
mercial intercourse between France and the 
suid United States having been restored ; 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent is 
pleased hereby further to declare, in the 
name and on the behalf of his Majesty, 
that if the Government of the said United 
States shall not, as soon as may be, after 
this Order shall have been duly notified by 
his Majesty’s Minister in America to the 
said Government, revoke, or cause to be 
revoked, the said Acts this present Order 
shall in that case, after due notice signified 
by his Majesty’s Minister in America to the 
said Government, be thenceforth null and 
of no effcet.—It is further ordered and 
declared, that all American vessels, and 
their cargoes being American property, that 
shall have been captured subsequently to 
the 20th day of May last, for a breach of 
the aforesaid Orders in Council alone, and 
which shall not have been actually con- 
demned before the date of this Order; and 
that all ships and cargoes as aforesaid, that 
shall henceforth be captured under the said 
Orders, prior to the Ist day of August 
next, shall not be proceeded against to con- 
demnation till further orders, but shall, in 
the event of this Order not becoming null 
and of no effect, in’the case aforesaid, be 
forthwith liberated and restored, subject to 
such reasonable expenses on the part of the 
captors as shall have been justly incurred. 
—Provided that nothing in this Order 
contained, respecting the revocation of the 
Orders herein mentioned, shall be taken to 
revive wholly or in part the Orders in 
Council of the 11th of November, 1807, 
or any other Order not herein mentioned, 
or to deprive parties of any legal remedy 
to which they may be entitled under the 
Order in Council of the 21st of April, 
1812.—His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent is hereby pleased further to declare, 
in the name and on the behalf of his Ma- 
jesty, that nothing in this present Order 
‘contained shal] be understood to preclude 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, if 
circumstances shall so require, from restor- 
ing, after reasonable notice, the Orders of 
the 7th of January, 1807, and 26th of 
April, 1809, or any part thereof, to their 
full effect, or from taking such other mea- 
sures of retaliation against the enemy, as 
may appear to his Royal Highness to be 
just and necessary.—And the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commissioners of his 
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Majesty’s Treasury, his Majesty’s Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, the Lords Gommis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, and the Judge of 
the High Court of Admiralty, ad the 
Judges of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty, 
are to take the necessary measures herein as 
to them may respectively appertain. 


EE 





MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 


DocuMENTS PUBLISHED, RELATING TO THE 
LATE NEGOCIATIONS FOR MAKING A NEW 
MINISTRY. 


(Continued from page 800. ) 


Note from Mr. Canning to Lord Wellesley, 
enclosing a Leller to Mr. Canning from 
Lord Liverpool, relative to Lord Castle- 
reagh. May 17, 1812. 


enclosed is acopy. I transmit it to you to 
be added, according to his desire, to the 
copy of the Minute of his verbal commu- 
nication of this morning. G. CG. 


Lord Liverpool to Mr. Canning. 
17, 1812. 


My dear Canning,—I think, upon re- 
flection, it is due to Lord Castlereagh to 
state, in writing, what I mentioned to you 
verbally, that from motives of delicacy, he 
absented himself from the Cabinet, on the 
occasions on which the subject in your 
Memorandum was determined. I did 

ot, however, make the communication to 


May | 





you, without having reason to know that the first instant of its approach, if motives 


he would be no obstacle in the way of an 
arrangement, founded on the principles 
stated in the Memorandum.——lI will beg 
of you to communicate this letter to any 
persons to whom you may communicate 
the Memorandum. LIVERPOOL. 


Copy of a Letter fromthe Marquis Wellesley 
lo the Earl of Liverpool, transmitting 
Lord W.’s Reply to Lord Liverpool's 
Proposal. May 18, 1812, half-past 
three p. m. 


My Dear Lord,—I enclose a paper, con- 
taining my reply to the communication 
which you were so kind as to make to me 
yesterday. Although I find myself com- 
pelled to decline the proposal which you 
conveyed, I request you to accept my grate- 
ful thanks for the amicable and satisfactory 
manner in which you communicated with 
me; and to be assured, that I shall always 
entertain the most sincere and cordial sen- 
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timents of personal respect and esteem for 

you. Believe me, my Dear Lord, most 

sincerely your’s, WELLESLEY, 
Earl of Liverpool. 


Lord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord Liverpool's 
Proposition, May 18. 


Fromthecom munication received through 
Lord Liverpool, I understand, that His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been 
graciously pleased to signify his desire of 
strengthening his Administration upon its 
present basis, by associating me with it, 
as one of those persons who agree most 
nearly and generally in the principles upon 
which public affairs have been conducted. 
From the same communication I also 
derive’the gratifying intelligence, that all 
Lord Liverpool’s colleagues have authorized 





My dear Wellesley,—I have just received | him to express a disposition to act with 


from Lord Liverpool a letter, of which the | 


me, under an arrangement, consistent with 
their own honour and duty, and honour- 
able and satisfactory to me. I receive 
this notification of the Prince Regent’s 
commands with every sentiment of duty 
and affection, while it affords me matter of 
just satisfaction, that, to the distinguished 
honour of such condescending notice from 
His Royal Highness, is added so high a 
testimony of the confidence and esteem of 
all the respectable persons composing his 
present Administration, ——With all hu- 
mility towards the exalted authority from 
which this proposition proceeds, and with 
the most sincere regard for those through 
whom it is conveyed, I must, however, 
declare, that I should have declined it at 





of deference and submissive attachment had 
not imposed upon me the obligation of re- 
ceiving it with respectful consideration. 
The proposition necessarily rests upon 
a supposition, that I entertain no such dif- 
ference of public sentiment with the pre- 
sent Administration as should preclude me 
from acting with them, under an arrange- 
ment, compatible with our mutual and 
respective honour and duty. But it ap- 
pears from Lord Liverpool’s candid and 
explicit statement, that, upon the impor- 
tant question, which regards the laws af- 
fecting the Roman Catholics, Lord Liver- 
pool’s opinions remau unchanged; nor is 
he aware that the sentiments of his col- 
leagues, on that subject, have undergone 
any change.——I mus: therefore conclude, 
that the policy which has been pursued re- 
specting the Roman Catholics, during the 
present Session of Parliament, is to be con- 
tinued without abatement ; the general con- 
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stituent parts of the present Cabinet are to 
remain unchanged; the highest and most 
efficient offices in the State, therefore, are 
to be filled by persons, who still conceive 
themselves to be bound by duty, honour, 
and conscience, not only to resist any miti- 
gation of the present condition of the Ro- 
man Catholics, but even to prevent the 
consideration of the laws which affect that 
large portion of the population of the em- 
pire. I cannot concur in the principle, 
on which the present Administration has 
conducted this importaut branch of public 
affairs ; on this point, I have recently ex- 
pressed the strongest difference of opinion 
with the present Administration. The 
declaration of Lord Liverpool precludes the 
hope of any such change in the policy of 
the present Administration towards the 
Roman Catholics as could satisfy my judg- 
ment. This difference is of the utmost im- 
portance: without any other obstacle, 
therefore, this alone compels me to decline 
the proposition which Lord Liverpool has 
conveyed to me. I entertain a confident 
expectation, that when the Prince Regent 
shall have considered the nature of this 
difficulty, he will extend his indulgence to 
my humble representation, and will re- 
lieve me from the pressure of commands, 
which I could not obey, without sacrificing 
a public principle of the highest obligation. 
These observations compose a sufh- 
eient reply to the communication received 
through Lord Liverpool. But I deem it to 
be a duty towards the Prince Regent to 
declare, that the considerations which in- 
duced me, on the 19th of Februarv, to re- 
sign the station which I had the honour to 
hold in His Royal Highness’s service, have 
acquired additional force since that time, 
and would constitute an insuperable ob- 
stacle to my acceptance of any station in 
the present Administration. I originally 
expressed my desire to withdraw from Mr. 
Perceval’s Administration, because my ge- 
neral opinions, for a long time past, on 
various important questions, had not sufh- 
cient weight in that Cabinet, to justify me 
towards the public, or towards my own 
character, in continuing in ofhce.——My 
objections to remaining in that Cabinet, 
arose, in a great degree, from the imper- 
fect scale on which the efforts in the Pe- 
ninsula were conducted. It was always 
stated to me, that it was impracticable to 
enlarge that system. I thought that it was 
perfectly practicable to extend the plan in 
the Peninsula, and that it was neither safe 
nor honest towards this country or the 
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scheme. From Lord Liverpool’s state- 
ment upon this point, it is evident, that 
since my resignation, it has been found 
practicable to make some extension of the 
system in the Peninsula; but it is still in- 
timated, that my views are more extensive 
than the resources of the country can enable 
the Government to reduce to practice. I, 
however, still entertain the same views and 
opinions, without diminution or alteration; 
and I am convinced, that a considerable 
extension of the scale of our operations in 
the Peninsula, and also an effectual cor- 
rection of many branches of our system in 
that quarter, are objects of indispensable 
necessity, and of easy attainment. With 
such a decided difference of opinion, in re- 
lation to the conduct and management of 
the war, my return into a Cabinet com- 
posed as the present is, would offer to me 
no better prospect than the renewal of dis- 
cussions, which have hitherto proved un- 
availing. I learn from Lord Liverpool, 
that he has received no authority, in form- 
ing the intended Administration, to make 
any proposal to any of those persons, now 
designated by the name of ** The Oppo- 
*¢ sition.” My inquiry on this point 
originated in a sincere conviction, (founded 
upon an attentive observation of the general 
state of public opinion, and of the condition 
of the empire), that no Administration, 
which shall not comprise some of those 
persons, can prove advantageous to the 
Prince Regent, conciliatory towards Ire- 
land, and equal to the conduct of the war 
on a scale of sufficient extent. ——lIt has 
been stated erroneously, that the first act 
of the Prince Regent upon his approach to 
unrestricted authority, was to establish Mr. 
Perceval’s Administration; but the fact is, 
that His Royal Highness’s first act at that 
crisis was to dissolve Mr. Perceval’s Ad- 
ministration ; and to endeavour to form a 
Cabinet upon a more extended and liberal 
basis. This endeavour was frustrated at 
that moment; and the formation of such a 
Cabinet was represented to His Royal 
Highness to be impracticable. It has, 
however, since appeared evident to me, 
from the discussions and deliberations which 
I have witnessed in Parliament, that His 
Royal Highness’s benevolent intentions on 
that subject are now pertectly practicable; 
and that their accomplishment would tend 
to promote internal peace and tranquillity, 
and tu invigorate the whole system of our 
external operations. Impressed with 
this sentiment, I should be untrue to His 
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Royal Highness’s interests and honour, as 
well as to the prosperity of the empire, if 
I coneurred in any arrangement of an Ad- 
ministration which did not include a fair 
and full consideration of this most impor- 
tant point. After such a dispassionate 
consideration, my opinion is, that a Ca- 
binet might be formed on an intermediary 
principle respecting the Roman Catholic 
claims, equally exempt from the dangers 
of instant, unqualified concession, and from 
those of inconsiderate, peremptory exclu- 
sion; the entire resources of the empire 
might be applied to the great objects of the 
war with general consent, upon a full un- 
derstanding of the real exigency of the pre- 
sent crisis; and concord and union at home 
might secure ultimate and permanent suc- 
cess abroad. WELLESLEY. 








Authentic Correspondence and Documents, 
expiaining the Proceedings of the Mar- 
quis WeELuESLEY, and of the Eart of 
Moira, in the recent Negotiations jor the 
Formation of an Administration. 


No. I. Minute of Mr. Canning’s Commu- 
nication tothe Earl of Liverpool, May 
23d. Fife House, May 23d, 1812. 


The Prince Regent having laid his com- 
mands on Lord Wellesley to forma plan 
of an administration, to be submitted for 
His Royal Highness’s approbation, Mr. 
Canning was requested by Lord Wellesley, 
(as the channel of communication thought 
likely to be most agreeable to Lord Liver- 
pool, to inquire of Lord Liverpool whe- 
ther there would be a disposition on the 
part of Lord Liverpool, and of his col- 
leagues, or of any of them, to cutertain 
any proposal which should be made to them 
for forming part of such administration. 
The principles upon which the Ad- 
ministration was intended to be formed, 
were stated to be, Ist. The taking into the 
early and serious consideration of the ex- 
ecutive government the state of the laws 
affecting the Roman Catholics, with a sin- 
cere and earnest desire to bring that im- 
portant question to a final and satisfactory 
settlement. @dly. The prosecution of 
the war in the Peninsula, with the best 
means of the country. It was stated 
that there would be the strongest wish to 
comprehend in the arrangement, without 
any individual or party exclusion whatever, 
as many as possible of such persons as might 
be able to agree in giving their public ser- 
vice to the country on these two principles. 
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With respect to the distribution of Royal Highness the plan of such an admi- 
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offices, it was stated that nothing of any 
sort was decided, or stipulated: but that 
every thing would be open to be arranged 
to the honour and satisfaction of all parties. 


No. 2. Lord Liverpool’s Letter to Mr. 
Canning, May 23d. Fife-house, May 
23d, 1812. 


My dear Canning,—I have eommuni- 
cated to my colleagues the memorandum 
which I received from you this afternoon. 
They do not think it necessary to en- 
ter into any discussion of the principles 
stated in that memorandum, because they 
all feel themselves bound, particularly 
after what has recently passed, to decline 
the proposal of becoming members of an 
administration to be formed by Lord Wel- 
lesley. Believe me, kc. &c. Liverpoot. 





No. 3. Lord Melville’s Letter to Mr. 
Canning, May 23d. Fark Lane, 23d 
May, 1812. 


Dear Canning,—You will probably have 
received toenight from Lord Liverpool, the 
answer to the proposal which you left with 
him and communicated to me this after- 
noon. Having stated to you my strong 
repugnance, or rather my decided objec- 
tion, under present circumstances, to join 
an Administration of which Lord Welles- 
ley was to be the head, it might be sufficient 
for me to refer to Lord Liverpool’s Reply, 
more especially as I do not wish to enter 
into any detailed reasoning on a question 
relating to a matter of personal feeling. [ 
think it due, however, to you, as well as 
to myself, to state distinctly, that I have 
no objection to act with an Administration 
formed on the two principles mentioned in 
your memorandum ; though [ think it im- 
probable that any consideration, which the 
government can give to the subject of the 
restrictions on the Roman Catholics, will 
enable it to propose such a system as will 
wholly satisfy their claims, and at the 
same time afford that degree of security to 
the Protestant Establishment, which is ge- 
nerally felt to be necessary. I remain, &c. 

MELVILLE. 


No. 4. Minute of a Communication made 
by Lord Wellesley to Loids Grey and 
Grenville, at Lord Grey’s house, May 
23d. 


Lord Wellesley stated, that he had re- 
ceived the commands of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, to lay before His 
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nistration as he (Lord Wellesley) might 
deem adapted to the present crisis of af- 
fairs. That he had apprized His Royal 
Highness of the necessity of ascertaining the 
views and dispositions of all parties with 
regard to certain general principles pre- 
viously to the formation of any such plan. 
-That he considered himself merely as 
the instrument of executing His Royal 
Highness’s commands on this occasion, and 
that he neither claimed nor desired for 
himself any station in the administration 
which it was in His Royal Highness’s con- 
templation to form.——- Under these cir- 
cumstances, he requested to know whether 
any obstacle existed to the concurrence of 
Lords Grey and Grenville, or their friends 
in the following general principles, as the 
basis upon which an administration might 
be formed :—— First, That the state of the 
Jaws Sninn the Roman Catholics, and 
the claims of that body of His Majesty’s 
subjects, should be taken into immediate 
consideration, with a view to a conciliatory 
adjustment of those claims. Secondly, 
That the war in the Peninsula should be 
prosecuted on a scale of adequate vigour. 
Lord Wellesley stated, that, as Mr, 
Canning and he agreed in these principles, 
he had requested ‘Mr. Canning to commu- 
nicate them to Lord Liverpool. Lord 

















Wellesley has reduced the substance of this | 


communication to writing, and now sub- 
mits it to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville. 
WELLESLEY. 


No. 5. Lord Moira’s Letter to Lord Wel- 
lesley, dated 23d May, relative to No. 
4. St. James's Place, May 23d, 1812. 


My Lord,—I have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of a copy of the Mi- 
nutes of the conversation which your Lord- 
ships held with Lords Grey and Grenville; 
and I feel much indebted for the commu- 
nication accompanying them. The pro- 
posed consideration of the Catholie Claims, 





and the adoption of a system of support to | 
the Spaniards, such as may be really ca-_ 


pable of producing a decisive result, are 
the two points of policy which I have long 


thought the most urgent for the benefit of | 


the country. The question relative to the 
Orders in Council may be deemed as in 
effect settled by the evidence adduced be- 
fore the two Houses: and the active cor- 
rection of internal abuses must be confi- 
dently assumed as the object of such a Mi- 
nisiry as is likely to be formed through 
your instrumentality. A plan of govern- | 
ment, therefore, on the basis proposed by 
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your Lordship, would have my most cor- 
dial wishes. Allow me to say, that this 
is not to convey any implication of engage- 
ment to accept office. This is not men- 
tioned from the remotest regard to the pos- 
sible distribution of situations ; nor does it 
involve objections to any individual, as 
there is nothing I should so much depre- 
cate in the present state of public affairs, 
as a spirit of exclusion. Indeed, the can- 
dour and delicacy manifested by your 
Lordship in these communications, are a 
perfect pledge that the details of arrange- 
ments could not but be entirely satisfactory. 
—-—TI have the honour, my Lord, to be 
with high esteem, your Lordship’s very 
obedient and humble servant. Morra. 


No. 6. Lord Lansdowne’s Letter to Lord 
Wellesley, dated 23d May, relative to 
No. 4. Berkeley Square, Saturday night, 
May 23d. 

My Lord,—I am exceedingly sorry not 
to have been at home when your Lordship 
did me the honour of calling at my house 
this morning, and am much obliged by the 
trouble you have taken in sending for my 
consideration, a copy of the minute of the 
communication made by your Lordship to 








Lord Grey and Lord Grenville. As 
Lord Grey and Lord Grenville thought 
proper to acquaint me confidentially with 
that communication, as well as the minute 
of the answer they proposed to return to it ; 
and as I generally concur in the sentiments 
they have there stated, I shall take the 
liberty of referring your Lordship to that 
paper, and shall only add, there is no part 
of it in which | more cordially coincide 
with them, than in the expression of the 
gratification they have derived from your 
powerful exertions in support of the claims 
of the Roman Catholics, and from the 
manner in which that subject is adverted 
to in your minute.——I have the honour 
'to remain, with great respect, your Lord- 
ship’s. very faithful, and most obedient 
servant. LANSDOWNE. 





No. 7. Lord Holland’s Lelter tv Lord 
Wellesley, dated May 23d, relative to 
No. 4. 


My Lord,—I had the honour of receiv- 

_ ing your note and enclosure, and beg leave 

| to return my sincere thanks for your atten- 
tion in sending me so interesting and so 
early a communication. Lord Grenville 
and Lord Grey have been so good as to 
| talk the matter over with me confidentially, 


—E—E—————EE 
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and I have the satisfaction of finding that 
I concur generally in their views of the 
subject, and indeed, know no better way 
of expressing my opinion, than by referring 
you to a memorandum which, I believe, it 
is their inteation to deliver to you to-mor- 
row morning. I am, my Lord, your 
obliged and obedient humble Servant, 





VASSAL HOLLAND, 
Camelford House, May 23d, 


No. 8. Memorandum from Lords Grey 
and Grenville, May 24th, in Reply to 
Lord Wellesley’s Minule, No. 4. May 
24th, 1812. 


In such a moment as the present, we 
feel it to be the duty of all public men, 
both by frank and conciliatory explanations 
of principle, and by the total abandonment 
of every personal object, to facilitate, as 
far as may lie in their power, the means 
of giving effect to the late vote of the House 
of Commons, and of averting the imminent 
and unparalleled dangers of the country. 
——Lord Wellesley has selected two 
among the many important subjects which 
must engage the atteution of any men, who 
could, in such circumstances, be called 
upon to consider of the acceptance of sta- 
tions in public trust. On those two points, 
our explanation shall be as distinct as it is 
in our power to make it.——On the first, 
indeed, our opinion is too well known, 
aud has been too recently expressed, to 
need repetition. We have derived a 
very high gratification from Lord Wel- 
lesley’s powerful exertions in support of 
the claims of the Roman Catholics, as well 
as from the manner in which that subject 
is adverted to in his Minute, and we do 
not hesitate to assure him, that we will 
warmly support any proposal made by any 
Ministers for the immediate consideration 
of those claims, with a view to their con- 
ciliatory adjustment; a measure without 
which, we have already declared, that we 
can entertain no hope, in any case, of ren- 
dering our own services useful. As to 
the second point, no person feels more 
strongly than we do, the advantages which 
would result from a successful termination 
of the present contest in Spain. But we 








are of opinion that the direction of military 
operations in an extensive war, and the 
more or less vigorous prosecution of those 
operations, are questions, uot of principle, 
but of policy; to be regulated by circum- 
stances, in their nature temporary and fluc- 
tuating, and in many cases known only to 
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persons in official stations, by the engage- 
ments of the Country, the prospect of ul- 
timate success, the extent of the exertions 
necessary for its attainment, and the means 
of supporting those efforts without too great 
a pressure on the finances and internal 
prosperity of the Country. On such 
questions, therefore, no public men, either 
in or out of office, can undertake for more 
than a deliberate and dispassionate consi- 
deration, according to the circumstances of 
the case as it may appear, and to such 
means of information as may then be with- 
in their reach. But we cannot in sin- 
cerity conceal from Lord Wellesley, that 
in the present state of the finances, we en- 
tertain the strongest doubts of the prac- 
ticability of an increase in any branch of 
the public expenditure. 








No. 9. Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, 
dated 27th May, communicating the ter- 
mination of Lord Wellesley’s Commission. 


My Lord,—I take the earliest opportu- 
nity of communicating the enclosed papers 
to your Lordship. The paper (No. 2) 
has not reached me until within this hour, 
It appeared to me to be important, that 
the intelligence which it contains should be 
conveyed to your Lordship, to Lord Gren- 
ville, and to your respective friends, as 
soon as may be practicable. [ shall be 
happy to have an opportunity of stating to 
your Lordship and to Lord Grenville, at 
any time that you may appoint, the whole 
course of my conduct, since I had the ho- 
nour of seeing you. I have the honour 
to be, with great respect, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s most obedient and faithful ser- 
vant, WELLESLEY. 








I shall remain at home for some time, 
and shall be happy to see your Lordship 
and Lord Grenville, if it should be con- 


venicnt. 


No. 10.—Mr. Canning’s Statement to Lord 
Melville, enclosed in No. 9.—26th May, 
1812. 

Lord Melville having stated to Mr. Can- 
ning that the ministers, his colleagues, 
were considering, under the special com- 
mand of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, how far they could advance to 
meet the first of the two propositions laid 
down as the basis of the Administration, 
proposed to be formed by Lord Wellesley ; 
Mr. Canning feels it necessary, before he 
offers any observation on that statement, to 
inquire in what situation Lord Melyille’s 
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colleagues consider themselves as standing 
at the present moment.—Ist. Do they con- 
sider Lord Wellesley’s commission at an 
end, and the former Administration as re- 
established ?—2d. Are the discussions, 
which are now going on among them, di- 
rected to the ascertaining the possibility of 
the individual members of that Adminis- 
tration, or any of them, acceding to an 
Administration to be formed by Lord Wel- 
ley; or to some proposal to be made by 
them as a government to Lord Wellesley 
and Mr. Canning?—If Lord Wellesley’s 
commission is considered as at au end, it is 
essential to Lerd Wellesley’s honour that 
the fact should be publicly known. He 
has entered upon communications whieh he 
could not terminate at the point to which 
they were brought, without distinctly stat- 
ing his commission to be at an end.—-If 
what is now in contemplation is some new 
proposal to be made to Lord Wellesley and 
Mr. Canning, from the former Administra- 
tion revived, then the revival of that Admi- 
nistration ought to be made matter of no- 
toriety: and the proposal itself must be 
distinctly stated, before Lord Wellesley 


and Mr. Canning can form any judgment 
upon it. 


No. 11.—-Lord Melville’s Communication 
fo Mr. Canning, enclosed in No. 9.— 
May 27, 1812. 


Lord Melville called upon Mr. Canning, 
and informed him, in answer to the ques- 
tions which Mr. Canning put to Lord Mel- 
ville yesterday,—Ist. That Lord Welles- 
ley’s commission is considered by the Prince 
Regent as at an end.—-2d. That the per- 
sons now holding offices, hold them only 


Lord Melville had understood Mr, Can- 
ning yesterday to say, that Lord Wellesley 
was of opinion that his commission was at 
an end; but that he (Mr. Canning) doubt- 
ed it.—This was a mistake. What Mr. 
Canning stated was, that Lord Wellesley 
was in doubt as to the Prince Regent’s in- 
tention; and that he (Mr. Canning) had 
no means of forming any opinion upon it. 


No. 12.—-Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley, 27th 
May, on the subject of some words in Mr. 
Canning’s Minute, No.1, of the Commu- 
nication to Lord Liverpool. 


My Lord, I have the honour of return- 
ing the papers which your Lordship was so 
good as to put into my hands this morning. 
—I observe a aaterial difference between 
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the terms in which the two principles, 
proposed as the basis of a new Administra- 
tion, are stated in Mr. Canning’s Minute, 
and in that sent to Lord Grenville and me 
by your Lordship. I think it necessary to 
call your Lordship’s attention to this cir- 
cumstance, because if these discussions 
should proceed further, it may become of 
the utmost importance.—I am, with the 
highest regard, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
very faithful and humble servant, 
Grey. 


No. 13.—Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, 
23/h May, transmitling an explanatory 
Paper, No. 14, signed by Lord Wellesley. 


My Lord, I should have returned an 
earlier acknowledgment of the honour of 
your Lordship’s letter of yesterday, had I 
not thought it necessary to see Mr. Cannin 
before I troubled your Lordship with my 
answer to your observations on our respec- 
tive minutes.—Having carefully examined 
those papers, and compared them with our 
view of the points to which they refer, we 
have drawn the enclosed paper for your 
Lordship’s information, and have authenti- 
cated it by our respective signatures.—I 
have the honour to be, with the greatest re- 
spect, my Lord, your Lordship’s faithful 
and humble servant, WELLESLEY. 


No. 14.—fuper signed by Lord Wellesley 
and Mr. Canning, and transmitted to 
Lord Grey, in reply to Lord,Grey’s 
Leller, No. 12. 

The variance in point of phrase in the 
two Propositions as stated by Lord Wel- 
lesley and Mr. Canning, in their Minutes 


. j of Confer arises from this ci . 
until their successors shall be appointed.— | Conference, arises from this circum 


| stance, that Lord Wellesley and Mr. Can- 


ning went to their respective conferences 
without having thought it necessary previ- 
ously to reduce, into a written form, the 
communications, which they were to make, 
being in full possession of each others’ sen- 
timents upon the subject of them.—The 
two minutes were written by them as con- 
taining the substance of their respective 
communications; that of Mr. Canning in 
Lord Liverpool’s presence; that of Lord 
Wellesley immediately after his return 
from Lord Grey.—There does not appear 
to Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning, to he 
any substantial variance in the first propo- 
sition.—TLhe word ‘early’? in Mr. Can- 
ning’s Minute, might be exchanged for the 
word ‘immediate’ used by Lord Welles- 
ley, without, in any degree, altering the 
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sense ; as with a motion actually pending 
in the House of Commons, which (but for 
the events which have recently taken place) 
would have come on this very day, the 
object of which, was to compel the execu- 
tive government to take the subject of the 
Catholic Question into cousideration, it 
cannot be necessary to say, that Mr. Can- 
ning has no wish to defer that considera- 
tion; on the other hand, consideration by 
the executive government is the object 
which it is Lord Wellesley’s .intention to 
recommend ; nor does he conceive any fur- 
ther Parliamentary proceeding to be neces- 
sary or practicable, this session, than such 
as might be sufficient to ensure, either by 
compulsion upon a hosiile Administration, 
or by pledge from a friendly one, the con- 
sideration of the question during the recess, 
with a view to its being brought before 
Parliament, by the recommendation of the 
crown, early in the ensuing session.—A 
committee to inquire into the state of the 
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laws, has been already negatived in both | 
'T had remarked between your Lordship’s 


Houses, this session. A ‘* conciliatory ad- 
justment”’ of the claims of the Irish Catho- 
lics is the object which Lord Wellesley 


and Mr. Canning have equally at heart: 
and it enters equally into both their views, 
that to be ‘* conciliatory,’’ that adjustment 
must be so framed as to embrace the inte- 
rests and opinions of the English Catholics 
also, and to obtain the enlightened and de- 
liberate consent of the Protestants of both 
countries. —They would think any adjust- 


ment very imperfect, which, instead of 
| . . . 
give effect to the first of the propositions 


extinguishing discontent, only transferred 


it from the Catholic to the Protestant.—_ 
But they concur in entertaining a confident 


belief, that the great purpose of securing 
the peace of the empire, may be best an- 
swered, not by giving a triumph to any 
one party, but by reconciling all.—In the 
substance of the second proposition there 
is no variance aS to any practical and pro- 
spective purpose, though undoubtedly there 
is, and it is natural there should be, some 
as to the past, arising from the difference of 
Mr. Canning’s and Lord Wellesley’s re- 
spective situations.—When Mr. Canning 
says, that the Peninsular War is to be car- 
ried on ‘* with the best means of the coun- 
‘f try,”’ he intends the greatest scale of ex- 
ertion, which the means of the country may 
be found capable of sustaining.—If Lord 
Wellesley’s expression, ‘* a scale of ade- 
** quate vigour,’ may be construed to im- 
ply the proposition, that the late exertions 
of this country have not been proportioned 
to the great object of the war, or have not 
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been duly distributed, or apportioned, this 
proposition Mr. Canning certainly does not 
intend either to affirm or to deny; simply 
because, not having been in the govern- 
ment during the last two years, he has not 
sufficient information to be able to pro- 
nounce an opinion, whether the exertions 
of those two years have or have not been 
below the proper scale, or have been well 
or ill administered; nor how far they may 
now admit of being extended, or of being 
more judiciously applied.—He concurs, 
however, entirely with Lord Wellesley in 
wishing to extend them to the utmost power 
of the country, and to apply them in the 
manner best calculated to answer their end, 
WELLESLEY. 
Grorce Canninc. 


° 


No. 15,—Lord Grey’s Reply to Lord Wel- 
lesley, May 29th. 


My Lord, I had last night the honour of 
receiving your Lordship’s Letter, enclosing 
a paper explanatory of the difference which 


minute and Mr. Canning’s, together with 
a copy of the latter.—I beg your Lordship 


to be assured, that in the observation to 
which I had thought it necessary to call 
your Lordship’s attention, I could have no 
object but that of preventing the possibi- 
lity of any future misunderstanding. We 
had not. entered into any explanation 
(which, under the circumstances of the mo- 
ment, would perhaps have been premature), 
of the details of the conduct necessary to 


offered by your Lordship as the basis of a 
new Administration. From the difference 
of the terms used by Mr. Canning in stat- 
ing that proposition, I was apprehensive 
that it might be his opinion, in concurrence 


with your Lordship’s, that no Parliamentary 


proceeding, with reference to the Claims of 
the Catholics, should take place during 
the present session. To such an opinion [ 
could not have assented ; and I felt it to be 
due both to your Lordship and Mr. Can- 
ning, immediately to draw your attention 
to a point, on which it was so desirable 
that there should be a clear understanding 
between us.—I hope it is unnecessary for 
me to state, that I can look at the situation 
of the Catholics (both Irish and English) 


with no other view than that of the public 
interest ; and that nothing can be further 
from my disposition or my intention, ina 
matter of such pre-eminent importance, 
than to give to any one party a triumph at 
the expense of another. 


But 1 do noi con- 
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ceive that the Repeal of the disabilities, of 
which the Catholics complain, can give 
any just, cause of discontent to their protes- 
tant fellow subjects; and I am strongly of 
opinion, that the efficacy of that measure 
must in a great degree depend on its being 
carried into effect with the least possible 
delay, and with the clearest demonstra- 
tions of a conciliatory and confiding spirit. 
Under this impression, I should very re- 
luctantly abandon the hope of passing a 
Bill for such Repeal, even during the pre- 
sent session; but if this cannot be done, I 
hold it to be indispensable, that the most 
distinct and authentic pledge should be 
given, of the intention, both of the Ex- 
ecutive Government and of Parliament, to 
take this matter up as one of thé first mea- 
sures of the next. To a proceeding of this 
nature, from the paper signed by your 
Lordship and Mr. Canning, I am led to 
hope that you would not be adverse.—As 
to the second proposition, the difference 
which I had observed was much less im- 
portant. It is impossible to reduce a ques- 
tion of this nature to any fixed principle. 
Whatever we can say, with our present 
means of information, must necessarily be 
general and inconclusive. The whole sub- 
ject being left open to future consideration 
and decision, I can have no hesitation in 
subscribing to the proposition, that, if it 
should be found expedient to continue the 
exertions we are now making in the Penin- 
sula, they should be conducted in the man- 
ner best calculated to answer their end.— 
I have, I fear, troubled your Lordship 
much more than is necessary under the cir- 
cumstances of our present situation, and I 
will only add, that if we'should be called 
upon to pursue these cousiderations in their 
practical details, it will be my most anxious 
wish, that no difference of opinion may be 
found to exist between us respecting the 
conduct to be adopted by a Government, 
equally solicitous for the internal peace and 
harmony of the Empire, and for the pro- 
secution of military operations in such a 
mode as may appear most conducive to our 
ultimate security. Lord Grenville, to 
whom [ havé comamnicated your Lord- 
ship’s letter, aud its enclosures, desires 
me to express his cordial concurrence in 
this wish.—I have the honour to be, with 
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the highest regard, my Lord, your Lord- 
ship’s very faithful humble Servant, 
Grey, 


No. 16.—ZLord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord 
Grey, May 29th, 1812. 


My Lord,—I request your Lordship to 
accept my sincere thanks for your letter of 
this day’s date.—In the actual state of af- 
fairs it might be deemed premature to en- 
ter into any more particular discussions, 
than those already submitted to your Lord- 
ship on the points, to which you have ad- 
verted with so much perspicuity, ability, 
and candour.—But I cannot omit this op- 
portunity of assuring your Lordship, that 
I have derived from the sentiments, so 
justly expressed in your letter, a firm ex- 
pectation, that if the advice which I have 
humbly offered to the Prince Regent should 
be ultimately approved, a happy prospect 
will open to the country of recovering inter- 
nal peace, and of prosecuting the war with 


success, under an Administration worthy of 


the confidence of the Prince, and of the 
people, and equal to the arduous charge of 
public affairs, amidst all the difficulties 
and dangers ofthe present crisis. —I have 
the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
my Lord, your Lordship’s most faithful 
and obedient servant, WELLESLEY. 


No. 17.—Lord Wellesley's Minute of Gom- 
munication to Lords Grey and Grenville, 
June 1st. 


Lord Wellesley stated that he had, on 
that morning, received full authority from 
the Prince Regent to form an Adminis- 
tration under His Royal Highness’s com- 
mands ; and that he was specially autho- 
rized to communicate with Lords Grey and 
Grenville on the subject. —That His Royal 
Highness entertained no wish to sh tods 
from the proposed Administration, any per- 
son, or description of persons, who could 
unite in the principles on which the Ad- 
ministration was to be founded.—That the 
two propositions stated in Lord Wellesley’s 
Minute of May 23d, and subsequently ex- 
plained in the letters which had passed be- 
tween Lord Wellesley and Lord Grey, of 
the dates of the 27th, 28th, and 29th of 

(To be continued.) 
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